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We claim: 

l\ A recording unit for recording an event, comprising: 
a data acquisition device for obtaining recording 
dat^ representing the content of the event; 

data storage device for storing data, including 
recordisTig data; 

a cJ&ntrol interface device for enabling a recorder to 
control operation of the recording unit, the control 
interface crevice further comprising marking means for 
enabling they recorder to specify a non-contemporaneous 
mark ; and 

a system Controller that causes, in response to the 
specification of a non-contemporaneous mark by the 
recorder, the da\a storage device to store marking data 
associating the nbn-contemporaneous mark with recording 
data obtained at a Varked time different from the marking 
time at which the non-contemporaneous mark was specified 
by the recorder. 



2. \ A recording unit as in Claim 1, wherein the marking 
20 means is adapted to enable specification of a retrospective 
mark that \is associated with recording data obtained at a 
marked timV prior to the marking time at which the 
retrospective mark was specified by the recorder. 
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3. A recording unit as in Claim 1, wherein the marking 
25 means is adapted to enable specification of a predictive mark 
that is associiated with recording data obtained at a marked 
time subsequent to the marking time at which the predictive 
mark was specified by the recorder, 



t 




- 39 - 

4\ A recording unit as in Claim 1, wherein the marking 
data defines the marking time and a duration of time, the 
marked t\jne being the time different from the marking time by 
the amountAof the duration of time. 



5 5. A isecording unit as in Claim 1, wherein the marking 

data defines mie marked time directly. 

f/Dt3'^^ ^ rec(3fding unit as in Claim 1, wherein the marking 

data fur^ther defines a confidence level that represents the 
certaintAof the recorder that the marked recording data is the 
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10 recording Viata that the recorder desires to mark, 

7. A red^ording unit as in Claim 6, wherein the value of 
the confidence Uevel defines a range of time relative to the 
marked time. 
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8. A recorc^ng unit as in Claim 1, wherein the marking 
15 data further defines a range of time relative to the marked 
time . 



9. A recording unit as in Claim 1, wherein the marking 
means is adapted to enable specification of multiple types of 
non-contemporaneous ma^ks, each type of mark having a different 
20 meaning. 



10. A recording un\t as in Claim 1, wherein the marking 
means further comprises: 

means for indidating that a voice mark is to be 
imminently specified ;\ and 
25 means for identifying a voice mark, the means for 

identifying operable in response to an indication that a 
voice mark is to be imminently specified. 
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11. A recording unit as in Claim 1, wherein the recording 
unit is portable. 

^^^JyV 12. \ A recording unit as in Claim 11, further comprising 

i^eans forVnounting one or more components of the recording unit 
5 on the body of the recorder, 

13 )v A recording unit as in Claim 1, wherein the data 
acquisitijsjn device further comprises a visual data acquisition 
device 
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14. A 2^^cording unit as in Claim 13, wherein the data 
acquisition device further comprises an audio data acquisition 
device . 

15y A portable recording unit for recording an event, 
comprising : 

\a data acquisition device for obtaining recording 
data representing the content of the event; 

a data storage device for storing data, including 
recordingVdata ; 

a contS^l interface device for enabling a recorder to 
control operation of the recording unit, the control 
interface device further comprising marking means for 
enabling the recorder to specify multiple types of marks; 

a system controller that causes, in response to the 
specification of a^mark by the recorder, the data storage 

device to store mar^king data associating the specified 

\ 

mark with particular recording data; and 

\ 

means for mounting one or more components of the 
recording unit on the b^dy of the recorder. 
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ISA A portable recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 
multiple Wpes of marks include one or more marks that are 
associatedXwith recording data obtained at a time other than 
the time atXwhich the mark is specified. 



5 17. A portable recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 

multiple typesXof marks include one or more marks indicating a 
level of importance or interest of the content which the marked 
recording data Aepresents. 
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18. A portable recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 
10 multiple types of Vnarks include one or more marks indicating a 

characteristic of phe content which the marked recording data 
represents . 

19. A portabld recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 
multiple types of marks include one or more marks indicating 

15 the beginning or end\of activity of interest. 



J: 20. A portable recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 

lI multiple types of mark^ include one or more marks indicating 

O the recording conditio™ 

h> ^ \ ^ portable recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 

20 multipley types of marks include one or more marks indicating 
the recorder *s state of mind. 

22. A. portable recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 
multiple types of Viarks include one or more privacy marks, 



23. A portable^ recording unit as in Claim 22, wherein the 
25 one or more privacy marks includes a mark that indicates that 
the marked part of thX recording is to be erased. 
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A portable recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 
multiple types of marks include one or more marks indicating 
different recording units, 

25. \A portable recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 
5 multiple types of marks include one or more marks identifying 

the person\making the mark, 

26. Avertable recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 
multiple typ4s of marks include one or more marks identifying 
a person appearing in the part of the recording represented by 

10 the recording \data associated with the mark. 

27. A portable recording unit as in Claim 15, further 
comprising means for enabling the recorder to specify the 
meaning of one qr more of the multiple types of marks. 

28. A portable recording unit as in Claim 15, further 
15 comprising means r^or changing the meaning of one or more marks. 

29. A portablVe recording unit as in Claim 28, wherein the 
means for changing \the meaning of one or more marks further 
comprises : 

means for bnalyzing the recording data; and 
20 means for qhanging the meaning of a mark based on the 

analysis of the \recording data. 
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30. A portable Recording unit as in Claim 28, wherein: 

the portable recording unit further comprises means 
for obtaining datp other than recording data; and 

the means fctr changing the meaning of one or more 
marks further comdrises means for changing the meaning of 
a mark based on the data other than the recording data. 
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Q , A portable recording unit as in Claim 15, further 
compris\i.ng one or more marking tokens for enabling a person to 
specify \ a corresponding type of mark, each marking token 
adapted up enable physical separation of the marking token from 
5 the control interface device. 



32, portable recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 
marking mea\is further comprises: 

me^ns for indicating that a voice mark is to be 
immlnenlily specified; and 
10 meaVs for identifying a voice mark, the means for 

identifyiyig operable in response to an indication that a 
voice marK is to be imminently specified. 



33. A portable recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 
data acquisitiom device further comprises a visual data 
15 acquisition devic 



34. A portable recording unit as in Claim 33, wherein the 
data acquisition \device further comprises an audio data 
acquisition device.) 



^U-J? ^portable recording unit as in Claim 15, wherein the 

20 system cont\pller causes, in response to the specification of 
a mark by th\ recorder, operation of the recording unit in a 
predetermined \ianner in accordance with the type of the mark. 



3^ A recording unit for recording an event, comprising: 
\a data acquisition device for obtaining recording 
data representing the content of the event; 

a data storage device for storing data, including 
recording\data ; 
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aVrontrol interface device for enabling a recorder to 
control \ operation of the recording unit, the control 
interface^ device further comprising marking means for 
enabling fihe recorder to specify a mark; and 

a system controller that causes, in response to the 
specification of a mark by the recorder, the data storage 
device to suore marking data associating the specified 
mark with particular recording data, and operation of the 
recording unit\ in a predetermined manner in accordance 
with the type o^ the mark, 

A recording unit as in Claim 36, wherein: 
at least one mark indicates a level of importance or 
interest of the content which the marked recording data 
represents; and 

the \ system controller causes recording data 
correspondisig to the at least one mark to be compressed in 
accordance with the level of importance or interest 
represented by\the mark. 



38. A Vecording unit as in Claim 37, wherein the system 
20 controller ca^i^es compression of recording data to be reduced 
after a predetermined amount of time. 
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39. A Xecording unit for recording an event, comprising: 
a d^t.a acquisition device for obtaining recording 
data representinGVthe content of the event; 

a data Sxtoriaoe device for storing data, including 
recording data^y — 

a control insterface device for enabling a recorder to 
control operation \ 



f the recording unit; 
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\ 

\ means for producing a mark, wherein the means for 
produ^cing a mark further comprises means for producing a 
mark a^nd/or supplementing or modifying an existing mark 
based oV the^/alue of, or an analysis of, data acquired by 
the recoVding\ unit ; .and 

a sy^stem GQii:t>roller that causes, in response to the 
specification of a mark by the recorder, the data storage 
device to Btore marking data associating each mark with 
particular recording data. 



0 4\). A recording unit as in Claim 39, wherein the means 

for prdducing a mark and/or supplementing or modifying an 
existingXmark produces, supplements or modifies based on the 
value of,\or an analysis of, the recording data. 

41. A Vecording unit as in Claim 39, wherein: 

the\ recording unit further comprises means for 
acquiringXdata other than recording data; and 

the me^ns for producing a mark and/or supplementing 
or modifying, an existing mark produces, supplements or 
modifies based on the value of, or an analysis of, the 
data other than recording data. 



42. \A recording unit as in Claim 41, wherein; 

\he means for acquiring data other than recording 
data further comprises a physiological monitoring device; 
and 

the Vaeans for producing a mark and/or supplementing 
or modifyyig an existing mark produces, supplements or 
modifies bVsed on the value of, or an analysis of, 
physiologic^ monitoring data. 
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recording unit as in Claim 41, wherein: 



tfte means for acquiring data other than recording 
data further comprises a position sensing device; and 

theXmeans for producing a mark and/or supplementing 
or modifying an existing mark produces, supplements or 
modifies eased on the value of, or an analysis of, 
position data, 



44\ A recording unit as in Claim 39, wherein the means 
or producing a mark and/or supplementing or modifying an 
10 existing mark produces, supplements or modifies based on the 
proximity af the marking time to the marked time. 
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45. For\use in a recording unit being used by a recorder 
to record an e^ent, a method for non-contemporaneously marking 
recording data \btained by the recording unit, comprising the 
steps of: 

identify\ng the specification of a non- 
contempor aneouk mark ; and 

in responseVo an identification of the specification 
of a non-contemptoraneous mark, storing marking data 
associating the nonsr contemporaneous mark with recording 
data obtained at a mairked time different from the marking 
time at, which the non-opntemporaneous mark was specified. 
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A method as in Claim 45, wherein: 

the s\tep of identifying further comprises identifying 
the specif iScation of a retrospective mark; and 

the step of storing further comprises storing marking 
data associating the retrospective mark with recording 
data obtained\at a marked time prior to the marking time 
at which the non -contemporaneous mark was specified. 
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47, ¥v method as in Claim 45, wherein: 
he step of identifying further comprises identifying 

the spWification of a predictive mark; and 

tna step of storing further comprises storing marking 
5 data associating the predictive mark with recording data 

obtained\ at a marked time subsequent to the marking time 
at which \the non-contemporaneous mark was specified. 

48. A method as in Claim 45, wherein the marking data 
defines the manking time and a duration of time, the marked 

10 time being the Itime different from the marking time by the 
amount of the duration of time. 



49, A metHod as in Claim 45, wherein the marking data 
defines the marked time directly. 



f^ll^ 50. A\metK4d as in Claim 45, wherein the marking data 

15 further def\nes a confidence level that represents the 
certainty of the recorder that the marked recording data is the 
recording dataXthat the recorder desires to mark. 



5]\. A method as in Claim 50, wherein the value of the 
confidei\ce level defines a range of time relative to the marked 
20 time. 

52. A method as in Claim 45, wherein the marking data 
further defoNnes a range of time relative to the marked time. 



53. A m>^thod as in Claim 45, wherein the step of 
identifying fuAther comprises: 
25 identifying an indication that a voice mark is to be 

imminently specified; and 

identiSying a voice mark in response to an indication 
that a voice mark is to be imminently specified. 



